
About the Fair Deal scheme
This page is an overview of how the Fair Deal scheme works.

There is more detailed advice and examples if you want to find out about:

choosing a nursing home (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-deal-
scheme/finding-the-right-nursing-home/)

how much you will have to pay towards your care (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-
allowances/fair-deal-scheme/financial-assessment/)

the 3 year cap on homes, farms and businesses (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-
allowances/fair-deal-scheme/3-year-cap/)

what happens if your situation changes - for example, if you sell your home (Link:
https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-deal-scheme/if-your-circumstances-
change/)

How Fair Deal works
If you're approved for Fair Deal, you pay a certain amount towards the total cost of nursing home care and
HSE pays the balance.

For example, if the amount you've been told to pay is €400 a month and the nursing home costs €1200 a
month, HSE will pay the balance of €800.

Your payment is a fixed amount. It will be the same for any approved nursing home, no matter how much it
charges.

While you wait for funding you can choose to pay privately for care. Fair Deal funding cannot be backdated
and will only be paid from the date it is approved.

Fair Deal: how much you pay towards care (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-
deal-scheme/financial-assessment/)

How to apply for Fair Deal
You’ll need to complete the application form (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-
deal-scheme/application-process/).

Download the Irish version of the form
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Irish: An Scéim Tacaíochta Tithe Altranais - Foirm iarratais agus eolas tacaíochta (PDF, 961KB, 40
pages) (Link:
/documents/2860/An_Sceim_Tacaiochta_Tithe_Altranais_Foirm_iarratais_agus_eolas_tacaiochta.pdf)

We will then contact you to arrange a:

care needs assessment (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-deal-
scheme/care-needs-assessment/) - this is to see if you need long-term nursing home care

financial assessment (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-deal-
scheme/financial-assessment/) - this is to work out how much you'll pay towards your care, based
on how much you can afford

If your application is approved, you will get financial support towards your nursing home costs.

Apply for Fair Deal (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-deal-scheme/application-
process/)

You can also choose to apply for an optional nursing home loan (Link:
https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-deal-scheme/nursing-home-loan/) as part
of the Fair Deal application.

Nursing home costs
Find a list of approved nursing homes and how much they charge per week:

Nursing homes support scheme maximum agreed prices (PDF, 581KB, 23 pages) (Link:
/documents/3223/HSE_Section_40_List_202_Published.pdf)

Public nursing homes (PDF, 196KB, 2 pages) (Link:
/documents/1790/Cost_of_Care_in_Public_Nursing_Homes.pdf)

The listed prices are the weekly cost in full. If you get funding, this cost will be split between you and the
HSE.

Finding the right nursing home (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/fair-deal-
scheme/finding-the-right-nursing-home/)

Not covered by Fair Deal 
The Fair Deal scheme does not cover:
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short-term care such as respite, convalescent or day-care

extra fees charged by the nursing home for services like hairdressing, therapies or activities

Ask your nursing home what extra fees will need to be paid. These will be included in your contract with the
nursing home.

Contact us
We know the application process can be complicated.

If you need support or have a question that’s not answered here, contact us at:

your local nursing homes support office (Link: https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-
allowances/fair-deal-scheme/contact/)

HSE Live (Link: https://www.hse.ie/eng/hselive/)
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